CHAPTER II_.
CARRUTHERS AND MOUSWALD

CCORDING to Dr. Robert Clapperton the first mention of the
A Carruthers family in mediaval times is in the reign of Alexander II
(1215—45), when William de Carruthers made a donation to the
Abbey of Newbattle. Among those who swore fealty to Edward I of
England in 1296 was Simon Carruthers, parson of Middlebie.! Carruthers,
now in the parish of Middlebie, once was, like Pennersaughs (Pennersax),
a separate parish, but both were united with Middlebie in 1609. It is
stated by Bain that the Carruthers family were Stewards of Annandale
and keepers of Trailtrow Preceptory and guardians of the “ Old Kirk
Ford” of Hoddam under the Bruces when Lords of Annandale.?

The family were loyal supporters of King Robert Bruce and accordingly
were rewarded for their services, receiving, about the year 1320, a charter,
granted to Thomas the Clerk, son of John of Carruthers, of all the lands
of ““ Musfald et de Appiltretwayt cum pertinenciis *>. This Thomas would
appear to have married one of two heiresses of Applynden, for in the same
year he was granted a charter of half of all the lands, with pertinents,
which belonged to ““ Roberti de Applingdene in valle Anandie > in right of
his spouse Joan.?

Thomas’s loyalty to the Bruces does not seem to have stood the test
of time, for in the year 1334 he accepted office under King Edward III
of England ; ¢ his brothers appear, however, to have remained faithful to
the Scottish king and possibly Thomas only bent before the storm. One
of these brothers, William, is mentioned both in the Book of Pluscarden
and in Wyntoun’s ““ Cronykil >’.5 ‘

1 Hist. MSS. Comm., 6th Rept., Appx., p. 709.

2 Proc. of Soc. of Ant. of Scot., 18889, P. 24, vide “ Barony of Mouswald and
its Baromns .

3 Reg. Mag. Sig., Vol. i, Nos. 92 and 93. % Rotuli Scotiz, Vol. i, p. 263.

5 Liber Pluscardensis, Book ix, Cap. 31 ; Wyntoun’s ““ Cronykil ”’, Book viii, Cap. 29.
William’s loyalty to the Bruce-Stewart party is also mentioned in John Major’s
‘“ Historia ”’, Book v, Cap. xiii.
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RECORDS OF THE CARRUTHERS FAMILY

Sir Nigel Carruthers, possibly one of the Mouswald family, was, in 1340,
Chamberlain to the Regent.® Inall probability he is the Chamberlain who is
stated to have fallen at the battle of Durham on October 17, 1346.7 Living
almost at the same time as the Chamberlain was another Nigel Carruthers,
an ecclesiastic and described as canon of Glasgow.® Several references to
him are to be found ; one, on October 10, 1335, being a “ Safe conduct *’.°

It is not known whether Thomas Carruthers, first of Mouswald, had
any sons, but he was undoubtedly succeeded in the Mouswald Estates by
his brother William. It is probable that following Thomas's espousal of
the English cause his lands were in due season handed over to his next
brother. Should Thomas have had sons it may account for the appear-
ance, at a very early date, of the name Carruthers in Cumberland, Northum-
berland, Durham and Yorkshire, in which fhree latter counties it is found
in varying forms.

The date of the removal of the Carruthers family to Mouswald is not
known, but it would seem to have been in the second quarter of the Four-
teenth Century. On September 10, 1349, a Charter was granted by David,
King of Scotsand Lord of Annandale to William of Carrutheris and his heirs
of all the land in the tenement of “ Mydilby >* which formerly belonged to
Thomas of Lyndbyand which had come into the King’s hands by reason
of forfeiture. Amongst the witnesses to this charter was “ John of Car-
rutheris, the King’s chancellor of Annandale ’>.1® This John was in all
probability the unnamed brother of William mentioned in Wyntoun’s
“ Cronykil ” referred to above. It is possible that the same John was
the recipient of the Charter, granted by King David on December 10, 1361,
of the half lands (unspecified), which had formerly belonged to John de
Rafhols, lying within the Mouswald tenement.1! If this should be the case,
it would go to prove the direct connection between the Carruthers families
of Holmains and Mouswald, for the John Carruthers who was granted
the Charter of the half lands was almost certainly the ancestor of the Car-
ruthers family of Holmains. A further clue to this John Carruthers being
a member of the Mouswald family is the fact that amongst the witnesses
1s Robert Carruthers, Laird of Mouswald.

On January 17, 1370-1, John de Carruthérs, rector of Ruthwell in

¢ Exchequer Rolls, Vol. i, pp. 458 and 462.

7 Liber Pluscardensis, Book ix, Cap. 4o0.

® Calendar of Entries in Papal Registers Relating to Great Britain and Ireland,
1342562,

% Rotuli Scotie, Vol. i, p. 382, and Cartulary of Paisley, p. 140.

10 Hist. MSS. Comm., 15th Rept., Appx. viii, pp. 54-5.

! Hist. MSS. Comm., 6th Rept., Appx., pp. 700-10.
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CARRUTHERS AND MOUSWALD

Scotland, obtained permission from Edward III of England to go to Oxford

ﬁcrsﬂcy for two years for the purpose of studying.1?

T On September 17, 1394, Stmon de Carruthers witnessed a deed 2 and
amongst the names of persons mentioned as having agreed to the con-
ditions for the observance of the truce and promoting peace with England,
on November 6, 1398, that of John Carruthers is to be found.4

During the fifteen years between 1409 and 1424 the Carruthers family
were the recipients of numerous grants of land from the powerful Archibald,
Earl of Douglas, viz. Mouswald, Middleby and Dornock, with the patronage
of the parish churcheme lands of Hodmestwood Rockcliffe,
Logan-tenement, Hetlandhill and Tundergarth, which Fendered as Tollows™
Mouswald, Hetlandhill and Logan-tenement three silver pennies yearly and
for the rest the services used and wont.?

The first charter was granted at Lochmaben on December 4, 1411, to
“ Simon of Carrutherys ’* and comprised “ his tenement of Mouswald, with
the pertinents, within his forest of Daltoun, his lands of Appultrethwate,
with the pertinents, lying in the lordship of Anandale, for service done
and to be done to the granter, which . . . the foresaid Simon had resigned
in presence of many noblemen in the justice eyre of Anandale, held at the
town of Louchmabane.”” . . . In this Charter Simon Carruthers is referred
to as esquire (scutifero).1¢ )

At the same time as the foregoing charter the Earl granted four other
charters, all to Simon Carruthers, viz. :

(i) Charter of the lands of Hetlandhill, ““ in the forest of Daltoun and
lordship of Anandale ’, which Simon had resigned in the justice
eyre ;

(i) Charter of the tenement of “ Logane ’’ in the parish of “ Moffet ”’
and lordship of Annandale, also resigned ;

(iii) Charter for service and homage, to * Simon of Carrutheris of Mous-
fald of the granter’s lands of Middilby and Dronnok '’ with the
pertinents in the lordship of Annandale, also resigned ;

12 Rotuli Scotiz, Vol. i, p. 942. 13 Cart. of Paisley, p. 108.
14 Cal. Doc. Rel. to Scot., Vol. iv, No. 512, and Rymer’s ‘“ Foedra ", Vol. iii,
Pt. 4, p. 152.

15 Locality of Moffat, 1852. (Note.—Enquiry at the General Register House,
Edinburgh, elicited the information that these papers cannot now be traced. All
references to these papers have therefore been made from J. J. Reid’s ““ Barony of

""Mouswald and its Barons ”’, produced in the Proceedings of the Society of Amtiquaries

“of Scotland, 1888—9.)
16 Hist. . Comm., 15th Rept., Appx. viii, p. 56.
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